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History & Dance Company

NONSUCH’S WINTER 2008 PROGRAMME INFUSES HISTORY
WITH SENSE OF HUMOUR

The UK’s national historical dance company tackles courtly love, lust, and jealousy in a new
theatrical dance work choreographed by Darren Royston.

CONTACT: NONSUCHADMIN on07758581408 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OThere are purists who may look askahaeeventuallywe win them over with our infectious
appeal asive performers,O laughs Darren Royston, Artistic Diredtdlomsuch History &
Dance CompanyVe@e first and foremosgntertainers, but with a passion Bsinging the
drama and intrigue of the past alive throughvementO

Royston is discussing the particular niche that his troupe fitrseilance world. ®€reOs
nobody else who does quite what we do, and pigueness is what commanatsentionand has
made our work meaningffin so many different venu&3

Indeed, the companyOs range of work is impressive for an organisation of its size. Founded in the
1960s, Nonsucimade its name first as a performing company, staging dances from the Royal
Courts of Europe at historical sites across the UK, and performing in venues such as Queen
Elizabeth Hall and Southwark Cathedralfeature segment on BBC televisiomdaother guest
appearances were followed by work in corporate entertainment, as well as corrirasaiy

projects

Training and education have always been a focus, and the companyOs Educatidrictinit,
deliversworkshops to KS2 pupils, garners consfamise fromeducation press and
schoolteachers alik&dditionally, Nonsuch hakroadened its historical regahcorporating
dances from thed" century into its repertoire alongside the Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque,
and Victorian works for which it ibestknown.The historical research upon which the
companyOs work is based is published in NonsuchOs set of nine dance Mauafsom the
Courts of Europe.

Following the deatlof the compan§gounder Peggy Dixonijn 2005, progressemporarily
lulled. But Darren Royston®scentappointment as Artistic iBector has reversed thaf2008 will
be a landmark year for Nonsuas wedemonstrate our potential to connect with new awatie
all over the countrysays Royston.

Nonsucl®s recent collaborati with The National GalleryDance and Art, a lecture in the form

of a live performance that surveyed the representation of dance in Renaissance painting, treated
National Gallery patrons to an experience beyond the norm. OThe response was exceptional,O
says art historian Si%on Walters, a lecturer at the Gallery. OThere is enormous scoedar No

to share its talents withrganisations such as ours, because ¢batextualise these works of art.
They tell a story.O

TTsino the dances from historv to teach. to train. and entertain.



In the pipelinecurrentlyis a largescale ValentineOs Ddlyemed production, entitlddove’s

Proper Exercise, which will feature 1&lancers, 8nusicians, and 2 opera singers. It will

premiere in London at St. JohnOs, Smith Scuratke 14 of Februaryfollowing a performance

at Leeds Earlpusic FestivalBilled as Oan evening of dance, music, and poetry telling the tales
of love from the 16 and 17" centuries,O the productibas a saucfeel to it. The shovpromises

to expose some of the scandafi€lizabethan England (including Elizeth IOs relationship with

the Earl of Essex) artdke a very candid look into Samuel PepysO djariehe reveals his

jealousy athe attentions paid to his wife by her dancing master.

For those who may fancy learning a step or two, Nonsuch is alsangftesiningthroughout
2008in historical dance, including evening classes at Central School of Ballet, Sunday
workshops at Morley College, and a June summer school at the University of Carmona, Spain.

OTle point is to discover, or possitig-discover the OwhoO, the Owhiy®social and political
worlds behind these dancesexplains Roysto@J hese ar¢he questions that kpeaudiences
interested, andemind us of why we do what we dotherwise, who care€?

it

DarrenRoystonOs own choreographieditsspan operaheatrefim and TV. He holds a MA
(Cantab in English Literature from Cambridge Universian MA (Distinction) in Dance Studies
from LABAN, and has been honoured wikie Bonnie Bird Choreography Awai®ince2001,
Darren ha beena novement tutor at the Royal Acaly of Dramatic Artand heteaches both
historical and contemporary danggngtitutions such asCentral School of Ballet and The
ActorsO Centréle has worked as a choreograpfor numerougheatreand opera companies
including English Touring Theatrehe National Theatr&southwark Playhousend theRoyal
Opera House Linbury Studiavhere he will collaborate in the development of a new opera this
spring.On screen, his work cdre seen in the Rufus Wainwright music \ad®&:les &

Regulations, and in the soon to be released Robert Young #ititd Blue Yonder, starring Lauren
Bacall. Darren has extensive international credits, including work at the Haugesund Theatre in
Norway and the City Theatre in Reykjavik, Icelanavw.darrenroyston.com
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DETAILS OF NONSUCH’S 2008 SEASON

* SAMUEL PEPYS LEARNS TO DANCE at the Geffrye Museum ™ Februaryseveral
performances throughout evening from 5:3@8100pm. Admission FREE.
www.geffryemuseum.org.uk

e LOVE’S PROPER EXERCISE: A MASQUE OF ST. VALENTINE

o Performedas part of thd&niversity of Leeds Early Music Festival, 9" February,
7:30pm (Tickets ££120n 0113 343 2584 avww.leeds.ac.uk/music/concerts

o And atSt. John’s, Smith Square, London. 14' February, 7:30pm (Ticket9&£12
on 020 7222 1061 avww.Sjss.org.uk

* THE FIELD OF THE CLOTH OF GOLD: A TUDOR DANCE WORKSHOP A day-long
educational workshop targeting KS2 pupils, which tours to schools, museums and
community centres. Contact Nonsuch on info@nonsuchdance.co.uwstand booking
details.

TTsino the dances from historv to teach. to train. and entertain.



* DANCES FROM THE COURTS OF EUROPE, weekly classes held at Central School of Ballet
on Thursday evenings 7:08:30pm, starting January "LQNo class Feb"7or 14".)
Suitable for both beginners and those with experience of icetolance. £7/class.
www.centralschoolofballet.co.uk

* TasTER LECTURE at Morley College demonstratittige dances covered in the ODancing
Queen®orkshop(see below)3d" January, 6:00pm. Admission FREE.
www.morleycollege.ac.uk/lectures

*  STRUTTING YOUR STUFF THE ELIZABETHAN WAY, adaylongworkshop at the
University of Leeds for dancers and musicians, hosted by North East Early Music Forum
9" February, 10ar®4pm, £15 (£10 concessions)vw.neemf.org.ulor 0113 267 6293

* THE DANCING QUEEN — ELIZABETH I, a Sindayworkshop exploring dances from
ElizabethOs era, includibhg Volta, theGalliard, andthe PavaneOpen to allquote code
DHWO2A when bookingd™ March, 10an®4pm, £45www.morleycollege.ac.uk @20
7450 1889

* LET’S GO A-MAYING! Dancing the May Taditions from the Renaissance to the
Victorians. Ribbons, scarves, and weaving will all be included! Open to all, quote code
DHWO3A when booking. 18May, 10anD4pm, £45. www.morleycollege.ac.uk @20
7450 1889

* NONSUCH 2008 SUMMER SCHOOL, Final detailsof our 2008 Summer School in Spaire
being put in place. The course will be heldhat Lhiveristy Pablo de Olavidén the
beautiful Medieval town of Carmona, close to Sevilla, duttia last weeks of June (9 days
course.) The summer school will cover social and court dances from the Medieval period, the
Renaissance, the Baroque, the 19th and early 20th centuries. Check our website in February
for more details. www.nonsuchdance.co.uk

HitH
For more information about these activities, or to scheduletarview withNONSUCH Artistic

Director Darren Royston, please contdcnsucH Company Coordiator, Fleeceon 07758
581408.
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