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NONSUCH’S WINTER 2008 PROGRAMME INFUSES HISTORY 
WITH SENSE OF HUMOUR 

The UK’s national historical dance company tackles courtly love, lust, and jealousy in a new 
theatrical dance work choreographed by Darren Royston. 

 
CONTACT: NONSUCH ADMIN on 07758581408            FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
ÒThere are purists who may look askance, but eventually we win them over with our infectious 
appeal as live performers,Ó laughs Darren Royston, Artistic Director of Nonsuch History & 
Dance Company. ÒWeÕre first and foremost entertainers, but with a passion for bringing the 
drama and intrigue of the past alive through movement.Ó  
 
Royston is discussing the particular niche that his troupe fills in the dance world. ÒThereÕs 
nobody else who does quite what we do, and our uniqueness is what commands attention and has 
made our work meaningful in so many different venues.Ó 
 
Indeed, the companyÕs range of work is impressive for an organisation of its size. Founded in the 
1960s, Nonsuch made its name first as a performing company, staging dances from the Royal 
Courts of Europe at historical sites across the UK, and performing in venues such as Queen 
Elizabeth Hall and Southwark Cathedral. A feature segment on BBC television and other guest 
appearances were followed by work in corporate entertainment, as well as community-based 
projects.  
 
Training and education have always been a focus, and the companyÕs Education Unit, which 
delivers workshops to KS2 pupils, garners constant praise from education press and 
schoolteachers alike. Additionally, Nonsuch has broadened its historical reach, incorporating 
dances from the 20th century into its repertoire alongside the Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, 
and Victorian works for which it is best known. The historical research upon which the 
companyÕs work is based is published in NonsuchÕs set of nine dance manuals, Dances from the 
Courts of Europe. 
 
Following the death of the companyÕs founder, Peggy Dixon, in 2005, progress temporarily 
lulled. But Darren RoystonÕs recent appointment as Artistic Director has reversed that. Ò2008 will 
be a landmark year for Nonsuch, as we demonstrate our potential to connect with new audiences 
all over the country,Ó says Royston. 
 
NonsuchÕs recent collaboration with The National Gallery, Dance and Art, a lecture in the form 
of a live performance that surveyed the representation of dance in Renaissance painting, treated 
National Gallery patrons to an experience beyond the norm. ÒThe response was exceptional,Ó 
says art historian Si‰n Walters, a lecturer at the Gallery. ÒThere is enormous scope for Nonsuch 
to share its talents with organisations such as ours, because they contextualise these works of art. 
They tell a story.Ó 
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In the pipeline currently is a large-scale ValentineÕs Day-themed production, entitled Love’s 
Proper Exercise, which will feature 16 dancers, 8 musicians, and 2 opera singers. It will 
premiere in London at St. JohnÕs, Smith Square on the 14th of February, following a performance 
at Leeds Early Music Festival. Billed as Òan evening of dance, music, and poetry telling the tales 
of love from the 16th and 17th centuries,Ó the production has a saucy feel to it. The show promises 
to expose some of the scandals of Elizabethan England (including Elizabeth IÕs relationship with 
the Earl of Essex) and take a very candid look into Samuel PepysÕ diaries, as he reveals his 
jealousy at the attentions paid to his wife by her dancing master. 
 
For those who may fancy learning a step or two, Nonsuch is also offering training throughout 
2008 in historical dance, including evening classes at Central School of Ballet, Sunday 
workshops at Morley College, and a June summer school at the University of Carmona, Spain. 
 
ÒThe point is to discover, or possibly re-discover, the ÔwhoÕ, the ÔwhyÕ, the social and political 
worlds behind these dances,Ó explains Royston, ÒThese are the questions that keep audiences 
interested, and remind us of why we do what we do. Otherwise, who cares?Ó 
 

### 
 
Darren RoystonÕs own choreographic credits span opera, theatre, film and TV. He holds an MA 
(Cantab) in English Literature from Cambridge University, an MA (Distinction) in Dance Studies 
from LABAN, and has been honoured with the Bonnie Bird Choreography Award. Since 2001, 
Darren has been a movement tutor at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, and he teaches both 
historical and contemporary dance at institutions such as Central School of Ballet and The 
ActorsÕ Centre. He has worked as a choreographer for numerous theatre and opera companies 
including English Touring Theatre, the National Theatre, Southwark Playhouse, and the Royal 
Opera House Linbury Studio, where he will collaborate in the development of a new opera this 
spring. On screen, his work can be seen in the Rufus Wainwright music video Rules & 
Regulations, and in the soon to be released Robert Young film, Wild Blue Yonder, starring Lauren 
Bacall. Darren has extensive international credits, including work at the Haugesund Theatre in 
Norway and the City Theatre in Reykjavik, Iceland. www.darrenroyston.com 
 

### 
 

DETAILS OF NONSUCH’S 2008 SEASON 
 

• SAMUEL PEPYS LEARNS TO DANCE at the Geffrye Museum, 7th February, several 
performances throughout evening from 5:30pm Ð 8:00pm. Admission FREE.  
www.geffrye-museum.org.uk 

 
• LOVE’S PROPER EXERCISE: A MASQUE OF ST. VALENTINE  
 

o Performed as part of the University of Leeds Early Music Festival, 9th February, 
7:30pm (Tickets £8-£12 on 0113 343 2584 or www.leeds.ac.uk/music/concerts) 

o And at St. John’s, Smith Square, London. 14th February, 7:30pm (Tickets £9-£12 
on 020 7222 1061 or www.sjss.org.uk) 

 
• THE FIELD OF THE CLOTH OF GOLD: A TUDOR DANCE WORKSHOP A day-long 

educational workshop targeting KS2 pupils, which tours to schools, museums and 
community centres. Contact Nonsuch on info@nonsuchdance.co.uk for cost and booking 
details. 
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• DANCES FROM THE COURTS OF EUROPE, weekly classes held at Central School of Ballet 
on Thursday evenings 7:00-8:30pm, starting January 10th. (No class Feb 7th or 14th.) 
Suitable for both beginners and those with experience of historical dance. £7/class. 
www.centralschoolofballet.co.uk 

 
• TASTER LECTURE at Morley College demonstrating the dances covered in the ÒDancing 

QueenÓ workshop (see below). 30th January, 6:00pm. Admission FREE. 
www.morleycollege.ac.uk/lectures 

 

• STRUTTING YOUR STUFF THE ELIZABETHAN WAY, a day-long workshop at the 
University of Leeds for dancers and musicians, hosted by North East Early Music Forum 
9th February, 10am Ð 4pm, £15 (£10 concessions) www.neemf.org.uk or 0113 267 6293 

 

• THE DANCING QUEEN – ELIZABETH I, a Sunday workshop exploring dances from 
ElizabethÕs era, including La Volta, the Galliard, and the Pavane. Open to all, quote code 
DHW02A when booking. 9th March, 10am Ð 4pm, £45. www.morleycollege.ac.uk or 020 
7450 1889 

 

• LET’S GO A-MAYING! Dancing the May Traditions from the Renaissance to the 
Victorians. Ribbons, scarves, and weaving will all be included! Open to all, quote code 
DHW03A when booking. 18th May, 10am Ð 4pm, £45. www.morleycollege.ac.uk or 020 
7450 1889 

 

• NONSUCH 2008 SUMMER SCHOOL, Final details of our 2008 Summer School in Spain are 
being put in place. The course will be held at the Univeristy Pablo de Olavide in the 
beautiful Medieval town of Carmona, close to Sevilla, during the last weeks of June (9 days 
course.) The summer school will cover social and court dances from the Medieval period, the 
Renaissance, the Baroque, the 19th and early 20th centuries. Check our website in February 
for more details. www.nonsuchdance.co.uk 

 
### 

 
For more information about these activities, or to schedule an interview with NONSUCH Artistic 
Director Darren Royston, please contact NONSUCH Company Coordinator, Fleece, on 07758 
581408. 
 
 
 


